Permanent Painting

CHAPTER VII
PREPARATION OF CANVAS IN
COMMERCIAL PRACTICE
CANVAS for oil painting is stretched upon large
frames, and receives a sizing coat of glue and
water. After this sizing coat is dry, three coats
of white lead in oil slightly tinted with black to
produce a gray color are applied. The first coat is
generally a very thick mixture of lead, oil, turpentine
and drier which is applied to the canvas by means
of a stick, and then scraped of! with a curved steel
knife. This is done for the purpose of pressing the
material into the fibre of the canvas, and likewise
for the purpose of producing a perfectly smooth sur-
face. The two following coats are usually applied
by means of brushes, and the material is thinned down
with turpentine so that it will dry perfectly flat. The
canvas is then stripped from the frame and rolled up,
and after a few months becomes decidedly brittle.
Up to date there has been no improvement in the
preparation of canvas and it is difficult to believe that
in this age of progress the preparation of canvas is
still a hand-made procedure. Canvas ought really to